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world so regards our mission. Religious liberty, of course, implies civil liberty. In fact, the true idea of
government is to secure to man the rights of conscience. All his other rights are subordinate, or implied in the
rights of conscience, properly understood. Our Pilgrim Fathers were driven from their native land and the
graves of their ancestors by the hand of tyranny and oppression, and forced to seek a home in America, where
they might enjoy Freedom to worship God. This was their grand idea, and the grand object of their mission to
the shores of America; and the design of the Government which they formed, was mainly to protect them in the
enjoyment of this liberty. They regarded the Lord Jesus Christ as their King, and themselves as the rightful
subjects of his mediatorial kingdom. According to a certain writer on this subject, they undertook nothing
which they did not ask him to prosper, and they accomplished nothing for which they did not give him the
praise: they suffered nothing without carrying their sorrows to his throne, and they ate nothing which they did
not ask him to bless. And when the time came, in the providence of God, for their separation from their mother
country, these same immortal principles of liberty were embodied in their Declaration of Independence. Yes, the
great experiment of self-government, according to the word of God, was to be made in America; and having
formed our noble Constitution, the eyes of...
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