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illustrated. 1908. Excerpt: . . . THE CONDITION OF LIBERAL PROTESTANTISM IN ROMANCE SWITZERLAND. BY
REV. ERNEST ROCHAT, D. D., OF GENEVA. It does not seem necessary to define here what is meant by Liberal
Protestantism. Every one is aware of that important movement which has taken place at the heart of Reformed
Christianity. Let us then without preliminary approach the subject of which we are to treat, --the Condition of
Liberal Protestantism in Romance Switzerland; that is to say, in the cantons of Geneva, Vaud, and Neuchatel.
These three cantons, forming to-day parts of the same whole, the Swiss Confederation, united more especially
among themselves by a common vernacular, the French language, have, none the less, each a peculiar
character and temperament. Their respective histories sufficiently explain these peculiarities; but because to-
day they have united their interests with those of a common country, and because from a political point of view
they form but a single unit, it does not necessarily follow that there exists among them a general uniformity.
What is suited to one is not suited to another, and under the reign of liberty each follows the way best adapted
to itself, a way dictated by its instinct or its tradition. For the same reasons, the fact that the people of these
cantons in former days accepted the Reformation almost unanimously, it does not necessarily follow that they
have welcomed with the same sympathy this more recent reformation which goes by the name of Liberal
Protestantism. Individualism,...
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