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Whoever is given greeting and audience in such a presence ought indeed to have something worthy -
something fit and wise to say. Inadequate in all, save only grateful and respectful appreciation, must be my
return. We are citizens of a Republic, We govern ourselves. Here no pomp of eager array in chambers of royalty
awaits the birth of boy or girl to wield a hereditary sceptre whenever death or revolution pours on the oil of
coronation. We know no sceptre save a majority s constitutional will. To wield that sceptre in equal share is the
duty and the right, nay, the birthright, of every citizen. The supreme, the final, the only peaceful arbiter here is
the ballot-box; and in that urn should be gathered, and from it should be sacredly recorded, the conscience, the
judgment, the intelligence of all. The right of free self-government has been in all ages the bright dream of
oppressed humanity - the sighed-for privilege to which thrones, dynasties and power have so long blocked the
way. France seeks it by forced marches and daring strides. Mr. Forster, Secretary for Ireland, tells the peerage
of England it must take heed lest it fall, and Westminster and England ring with dread echoes of applause. But
in the fullness of freedom the Republic of America is alone in the earth; alone in its grandeur; alone in its
blessings; alone in its promises and possibilities, and, therefore, alone in the devotion due from its citizens. The
time has come when law, duty and interest require the Nation to determine for at least four years its...
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