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the arid list. The long mirrors, the foot-rails and the swinging
doors passed from the State to return no more. Meanwhile the
agitation for national prohibition had grown, culminating a few
years later in the submission of the constitutional amendment
outlawing the traffic in this country. That the experience of
Birmingham under prohibition had a marked effect in bringing
about the ratification of the Eighteenth Amendment,
undoubtedly is true. As that fight raged inquiries poured into this
city from all parts of the country, and frequently visitors came to
see for themselves how a large industrial community managed
to get along without suds and swinging doors. And what these
inquirers found furnished little encouragement to the wet forces,
for this city thrived amazingly under arid conditions. Here, too,
was found a visible and really remarkable illustration of the
effect of sobriety--a huge...
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