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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Current Americanisms: A Dictionary of Words and
Phrases in Common Use We have everything in common with the United States, Mr. Oscar Wilde says, except, of
course, the language. The paradox is daring, but not altogether extravagant. A very considerable number of
words, phrases, and conventional metaphors are not shared in common by the two brother nations; and a still
larger number of such expressions have been coined in America and gradually adopted here. It is an
indisputable fact that America is more fertile in neologisms than the old country, and in these days of easy
steamer transit, the importation of such words and expressions is inevitable. Many of them have found so
hospitable a welcome, that they are with difficulty recognisable as Americanisms. Among the most potent
influences which have determined this blending of tongues, must be included the currency which American
humour has obtained here. There are literally scores of English comic (or alleged comic) papers which subsist
almost entirely on the crumbs which fall from the table of the trans-Atlantic joker; and two American humorous
journals (Texas Siftings and The Detroit Free Press have actually published special editions in London, though
the former is now dead. Under these circumstances it is not very surprising that numberless Americanisms have
found their way into ordinary, if not into educated speech, and it is a wise word which knows its own
fatherland. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing...
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