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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1910 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER II NATURAL FOODS A. FOODS FOR YOUNG PLANTS
In the previous chapter something was said of the food required by a growing corn plant aGer it has reached a
stage in its development in which it is independent of the parent plant and is able to live on the elements of the
soil and air. When this corn plant began its growth from the seed which the farmer planted in the ground, it led
a very diIerent life, and one typical of young plants in general. The young corn plant lives upon the material
provided for it by the parental organism, and stored away in the dry corn grain. When a dry grain is put into a
warm, moist place it begins to swell and germinate. The young corn plant which has been lying asleep in the
germ of the kernel is waked up by the warmth and moisture and begins to grow, taking its nourishment from
the substance of the kernel. This nourishment consists of starch, oil, protein, and salts. The germinating corn
plant digests these substances, dissolving them and making them a part of the plant s sap. From this sap, or
circulating fluid, the young plant takes up the nourishing materials and assimilates them, or builds them up
into plant tissues. AGer a few days of growth in the warm, moist soil of the field or garden the corn plant
produces the bright-green pigment peculiar to most plants called...
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