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By Babette Treptow

GRIN Verlag. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 24
pages. Dimensions: 8.3in. x 5.8in. x 0.1in.Seminar paper from
the year 2012 in the subject English - Grammar, Style, Working
Technique, grade: 1, 0, Humboldt-University of Berlin,
language: English, abstract: Since English and German belong
to the West Germanic family, both languages are - considered
from a historical perspective - closely related. However, English
and German have developed in entirely different ways over
time. While English was strongly influenced by many foreign
languages, such as French, German remained closer to the
language group both originally derived from. Precisely these
divergent developments make a contrastive analysis between
the two major languages particularly interesting. Within this
paper, English and German will be compared with regard to
the passive voice, one form of the grammatical category voice
that is, according to Knig and Gast (2009: 123), easy to identify
in English and German and rather unproblematic to compare.
In its general meaning, the term voice is used interchangeably
with diathesis. In this sense, the concept of voice relates to the
argument structure of predicates, i. e. the relationship between
thematic roles like Agent, Patient, Instrument and grammatical
functions like subject and object, as well as...
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