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illustrated. 1824 Excerpt: . . . REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE WAR DEPARTMENT TO THE FIRST
CONSTITUTIONAL CONGRESS OF COLOMBIA, 1823--13. REPORT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE WAR
DEPARTMENT. Gentlemkn, When, for the first time, I comply with the pleasing duty of laying, before congress,
the military state of the republic, I must be permitted to express, with all the warmth of my feelings, the very
great part which I take in the general joy with which the heart of every Colombian this day overflows. Placed at
the head of the departments of war and the navy by the kindness of the head of the government, I am the
organ of the military body of the republic, to present to the first constitutional congress, those vows as pure as
they are sincere, with which the army celebrates its happy installation. The Colombian army, alike worthy of
admiration by the heroism of its valour and its constancy, as by its love of liberty, and entire devotion to our
excellent institutions, feels itself this day well recompenced for its unheard of exertions, and for the precious
blood which it has lavished in thirteen years of battles, on considering the tranquil and beneficent empire of the
law, solidly established under the lustre of its arms. If the army, in order to banish oppression, has known how
to encounter, up to the present time, every kind of danger, to raise itself above all the reverses of war, and to
support the most...
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