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through vertical basalt canyons in the Deschutes River Valley ecoregion in central Oregon (Pater et al. 1998).
The 9-mile section of the river between the Crooked River National Grasslands boundary near Ogden Wayside
and river mile (RM) 8 is protected under the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1271-1287) for its
outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, hydrologic, wildlife, and botanical values (ORVs), and
significant fishery and cultural values. Groundwater springs flow directly out of the canyon walls into the Lower
Crooked River and create a unique hydrologic setting for native coldwater fish, such as inland Columbia Basin
redband trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss gairdneri). To protect and enhance the ORVs that are the basis for the
wild and scenic designation, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has identified the need to evaluate, among
other conditions, fish presence and habitat use of the Lower Crooked River. The results of this and other studies
will provide a scientific basis for communication and cooperation between the BLM, Oregon Water Resources
Department, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and all water users within the basin. These biological
studies initiated by the BLM in the region reflect a growing national awareness of the impacts of agricultural
and municipal water use on the integrity of freshwater ecosystems. Biological surveys are needed to better
understand the aquatic ecosystem of the Lower Crooked River. This baseline information will be valuable to
public land managers whose task is to balance resource use while protecting the unique attributes (e.g., ORVSs)
of the Lower Crooked River. The habitat requirements of coldwater fishes in this section of stream are of...
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