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Author: As Dane Professor of Law in Harvard University, on the Twenty-FiBh Day of August, 1829 It has been
customary in this university, for professors, upon their induction into oJice, to deliver a public discourse upon
some topics suitable to the occasion. Upon the establishment of a new professorship it may also be expected,
that he, who for the first time fills the chair, should give some account of the foundation, and of the studies,
which it proposes to encourage. I shall endeavour not wholly to disappoint the just expectations of my audience
in both respects; premising, however, that much reliance must be placed upon their indulgence, since the
subject aJords little scope for elegant disquisition, and almost forbids those ornaments, which gratify the taste,
and warm the imagination of the scholar. My plan is, in the first place, to lay before you some considerations
touching the general utility of the study of the law; and to address them with more pointed application to those,
who propose to make it the business of their lives. In the next place, I shall briefly unfold the nature and objects
of the professorship, which I have now the honor to occupy, and the particular studies, which it comprehends;
so that the noble design of the founder may be amply vindicated, and receive, as it deserves, the public
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