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arrived in New Zealand in 1769, the sailors found nothing but dangerous wilderness and some Maori people
living there - and they soon left again. It took another 71 years until New Zealand became a British colony. Only
few Europeans settled there before then; mainly sailors, tradesmen and whaling station workers. Nonetheless,
New Zealand developed into a nation with a distinct identity and language, a variety of English. The academic
analysis of New Zealand English (henceforth NZE) is a rather new field of study but many non-academic
attempts have been made to explain its origins: Much discussion has focused on the origins of [Australian
English] and [NZE] pronunciation, and at times the speculations have been wild. Some have maintained that
these accents are caused by climate, by a national nose inflammation as a result of pollen or hay, and even by
fear of opening the mouth on account of dust and flies; other accounts look to carelessness, laziness, some kind
of gross national inferiority complex, a free-wheeling and adventurous spirit, or on outlaw heritage. Even ill-
fitting dentures have been suggested as a likely cause. This essay will investigate the origins of NZE and its
development as a distinct variety of English. As an introduction there will be a short outline of recent research
on NZE and the different theories concerning its sources. Afterwards the role of the early European settlement
will be discussed...
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