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Number: 53401376 Excerpt: . . . contractor to obtain access to SSI recipients financial data, the agency plans to
use the information only to verify their financial resources. It does not plan to use the information to detect
those who may be living and making financial transactions outside the United States for extended periods of
time. Detecting residency violations in a cost-effective manner presents particularly difficult challenges.
However, we believe that there are a number of opportunities that SSA can take advantage of, and accordingly,
we are recommending that the Commissioner of Social Security direct the agency to make optimal use of
existing tools while exploring new data sources to better detect potential residency violators. Social Security
generally agreed with our recommendations, but also identified some challenges to their implementation. SSI
provides financial assistance to people who are age 65 or older, blind Background or disabled, and who have
limited income and resources. The program provides individuals with monthly cash payments to meet basic
needs for food, clothing, and shelter. In 2002, about 6. 8 million recipients were paid about 35 billion in SSI
benefits. Individuals may apply for SSI benefits at any of about 1, 300 SSA field offices. During the initial
interview, SSA staff solicit information on applicants financial situation and the disability being claimed.
Applicants are required to report any information that may affect their eligibility for benefits, such as income,
resources, and their living arrangements ( including current residence ). Similarly, once individuals receive SSI
benefits, they are required to report changes in their address or residence to SSA in a timely manner. The Social
Security Act ( Section 1614 (a ) (1) (B) (i...
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