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Charlestown Before be left that town the snow began to fall, but be pushed on as rapidly as possible and
reached Winchester in safety. By this time the snow was deep on the ground and was covered by an icy crust
that would not bear his horse but would cut its legs as it broke through at every step. The few settlers at
Winchester tried to dissuade him from proceeding, telling him he might as well expect to die in Northfield and
rise again in Upper Ashuelot, as ride thither on horseback. We are not informed what his views were on the
subject of death and resurrection, but judging from his action he believed in the transmigration of bodies as
some others do in the transmigration of souls, for, after refreshing bis horse and himself and securing the
precious meal more firmly than ever, he made a desperate attempt to reach his waiting friends in the upper
township. But in vain; the obstacles were more than flesh and blood could overcome, and after trying the
endurance of his horse to the uttermost he reluctantly gave it up, and finally made his way to Wrentham, where
much to his relief he was subsequently joined by Blake and Smeed, who had abandoned the settlement and
journeyed thither on snow shoes. Before leaving they had so far as possible looked after the welfare of the oxen
by placing all the hay within their leach, but they feared the quantity would be insufficient, and so returned as
early as...
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